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George Gershwin once said, "True music must 

repeat the thought and inspirations of the people 

and the time." If that's the case, somehow Tom 

Petty and the Heartbreakers have managed to 

tap into the thoughts, dreams, and hopes of a 

cross section of music lovers through the past 25 years. This fact was evident over the 

weekend at Las Vegas' the Joint, a small venue accommodating less than 1,500 people. And, 

no, you haven't missed anything. There's no new record. This band just heard the call of the 

road and had to answer it -- much to the elation of its fans.

Petty selected this intimate venue to present a two-concert finale to the first part of his 

band's "mini-tour." When Petty and company finally hit the stage, they ripped into a 

scorching rendition of "Running Down a Dream." The crowd greeted the song enthusiastically 

as Petty and guitarist Mike Campbell poured their souls into the performance, and barreled 

into "I Won't Back Down" which managed to sound fresh, despite the fact that it's been a 

staple in their live set for several years. 

Petty tipped his hat to those fans who'd been with him since the beginning in 1976 during a 

trimmed-down version of "Breakdown" that stated straight away that these shows were 

meant for them. 

The band then picked up the torch of rock tradition with a bevy of old tunes and eclectic 

covers, including Willie Dixon's "Little Red Rooster" and "I Just Want to Make Love To You," 

John Lee Hooker's "Boom Boom," "Green Onions" by Booker T and the MG's, the Rolling 

Stones' "Heart of Stone," and J.J. Cale's "Call Me the Breeze."

While Petty played close to two dozen songs, several stood out. Over the years, many have 

commented that a certain level of energy was missing from the original recording of 

"Refugee." For those who never made a real connection with that one, check out the live 

version during this tour. It's honest, straight up, rock played with passion. Drummer Steve 

Ferrone's sheer power was breathtaking. Howie Epstein effortlessly sang all the high 

harmonies and kept the band tight with his bass parts.

During "Too Much Ain't Enough," it may as well have been 1978 again. Here the audience 

witnessed the power of rock 'n roll, as Petty danced across the stage in delight. Another 

highlight was a new arrangement of "Learning to Fly" that helped pull the irony out of the 

lyrics.

A strong encore set started with a sing-along version of "Free Fallin'." Next came the ever-

potent classic "American Girl," but when the band took off their instruments, the crowd still 

wasn't satiated. Petty strapped his guitar back on and played the lullaby-like "Alright for 

Now," its lyrics reminding the faithful of the artist's strong connection with his audience: "I've 
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spent my life traveling / Spent my life free / I could not repay all you've done for me / So 

sleep tight baby / Unfurrow your brow and know I love you / We're alright for now."

"Running Down a Dream"

"I Won't Back Down"

"Breakdown"

"Billy the Kid"

"Heart of Stone" (Rolling Stones)

"Mary Jane's Last Dance"

"Here Comes My Girl"

"Even the Losers"

"It's Good To Be King"

"You Don't Know How It Feels"

"Green Onions" (Booker T and the MG's)

"Boom Boom" (John Lee Hooker)

"They Call Me the Breeze" (J.J. Cale)

"Little Red Rooster" (Willie Dixon)

"I Just Want to Make Love to You" (Willie Dixon)

"The Waiting"

"Time to Move On"

"Learning to Fly"

"Refugee"

"Too Much Ain't Enough"

Encore:

"Free Fallin'"

"American Girl"

"Alright for Now"

Here is Tom Petty's set list:
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